LIFE AT EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY          41

tlie truths he expounded, by the great amplitude and
expressiveness of his illustrations, and by the force of
his manner. I embraced every opportunity of hearing
him. I was more moved by him than by any man I
ever listened to. He had commonly only one idea, or
rather one principle, in his discourse, but it was a grand
one, lying deep down in the government of God, or in
the depths of the human heart; and he so expounded it
that he fixed it in the mind forever. His whole soul
was evidently in his discourse, and, I may add, his
whole body in action from head to foot. One Sabbath
evening he complained to his wife that Ms leg was so
sore. " No wonder," she said, " for you used it so vehe-
mently to-day in the pulpit,"

Some refined Englishman spoke of his language as
barbarous, and no doubt it had a rich odor of Fifeshire,
but it was throughout massive and expressive. I believe
he exercised a greater influence for good on his country-
men than any minister since John Knox. He made the
old Calvinistic creed of Scotland look reasonable and
philosophic, generous and lovable. He will be remem-
bered in Scotland as the deliverer from the moderatism
of the eighteenth century, as the great promoter of Church
extension when the population was growing beyond the
means of grace, as the greatest defender of the spiritual
independence and freedom of the Church when it was
being enslaved by political patronage, and as the able
leader out of the Church established by law. In particu-
lar, he devised and organized that General Sustentation
[Fund, which was the main support of the Free Church
ministers when, by their secession, they lost their state
endowments.eloquent preacher of Ms
